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INFLUENCE OF HUMAN FACTOR ON ROAD TRAFFIC SAFETY IN LATVIA
Aldis Lāma

„Road Traffic Research”
Introduction
The system “Road user – Vehicle – Environment (condition of roads and weather)” sets the specific problems of road traffic. Causes of the occurrence of road accidents can be divided in three main groups:
· Action of road users;

· Technical condition of vehicles;

· Impact of environment (condition of roads and weather).
According to statistics the occurrence of road accidents is mainly related with road users’ actions. Therefore the increase of the level of road traffic safety in Latvia mainly depends on human factor. The behavior of road users is one of the most important and most sophisticated factors in road safety. It must be in the centre of attention of all society as well as in the centre of attention of particular sciences.
The objectives of the study were:
· To give an overview of road traffic safety level in Latvia;
· To compare the road safety level of Latvia with that in the countries of European Union;
· To analyse the main causes of road accidents and impact of human factor;
· The impact of implemented measures on road traffic safety;
· To analyse different excuses of road users to blanch over own behaviour in traffic.
Main conclusions
1. The road safety in Latvia is improved during last years;
2. Despite of achievements the level of road safety in Latvia is worse than the average level of European Union;

3. The road safety mainly depends on actions of road users;
4. It is necessary to build up psychologically correct attitude of road users towards safe moving in road traffic.
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